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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SARSO

The first quarter of 2020 started with a lot of promise and activity. The Budget and the Annual
Meeting cum Promotional Activity Calendar was approved by the Programming Committee of
SAARC. Interactions with PTB have commenced to ensure that the work towards organizing
the First Workshop for evolving the Strategic Action Plan of SARSO takes place soon.

Meetings were held with the Director General of BSTI to discuss on the modalities for
organizing the Ninth Meeting of the Food and Agricultural Products Sectoral Committee at
Dhaka. The SAARC-PTB Workshop on Good Practices in demand surveys of National
Metrology Institutes was announced to be held at Colombo, Sri Lanka during 24-25 March
2020. Unfortunately, due to lack of Quorum, the SAARC-PTB Workshop had to be
postponed. The fears, on account of the global pandemic of Corona Virus, are clouding the
prospects of ensuring that the Meeting cum Promotional Activity Calendar are held as per the
approved schedules. However, the SARSO Secretariat sees this period as an opportunity to
focus on the processes that can be implemented to ensure realization of the Objectives and
Goals of SARSO.

The Joint Audit of SARSO activities for the year 2019 was completed satisfactorily with a few
observations.

Along with the SAARC Member States, SARSO prays for the early restoration of normal life
such that all the planned activities of SARSO can take place.
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H. E. MR. ESALA RUWAN WEERAKOON ASSUMES CHARGE OF

OFFICE AS THE FOURTEENTH SECRETARY GENERAL OF SAARC

H. E. Mr. Esala Ruwan Weerakoon of Sri Lanka assumed
charge of office as the Secretary General of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) with effect
from 01 March 2020. He is the fourteenth Secretary General
of SAARC.H. E. Mr. Weerakoon is a career diplomat. Prior

to this appointment, he was the Senior Additional Secretary

g

to the President of Sri Lanka. He has also served as the - .

Foreign Secretary and Secretary at the Ministry of Tourism

H E Mr. Esala Ruwan
Weerakoon

Development and Christian Religious Affairs, Sri Lanka. In his

thirty-two years of diplomatic service, he has also served as

Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner to India and Ambassador to

Norway.

VIDEO INTERACTION WITH PTB-GERMANY

A Video interaction was held on 28 January
2020 between PTB-Germany and SARSO to
discuss the Development of Strategic Action
Plan of SARSO. Mr. E Devendar, Director
General, Mr. K Jayantha Sirikumara,
Director, Mr. Tashi Woangchuk, and
Mr. Ramesh Khadka, Deputy Director
(SARSO) and Mr. Uwe Miesner Head,
Technical Cooperation in Asia Physikalisch-
Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB)-Germany
were present during the interaction.

Mr E. Devendar informed PTB that It may

be recalled that at the Eight meeting of
Governing Board (GB) held during 05-06
November 2019 in Dhaka, Bangladesh, the

Governing Board had appreciated and
accepted the offer of PTB-Germany for the
proposed assistance in the development of
strategic action plan of SARSO and directed
SARSO Secretariat to interact with PTB-
Germany to initiate the process for the
development of strategic action plan of

SARSO.
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JOINT AUDIT OF SARSO HELD

The Joint Audit on the Accounts and
Operations of the South Asian Regional
Standards Organization (SARSO), Dhaka for the
period |* January 2019 to 31% December
2019 was successfully conducted from 23 to
24 February 2020. The Joint Audit Team
(JATI9) comprised of Mr. Tariq Bashir

Chattha, Director General Audit (Foreign
and International) Islamabad, Pakistan,
Mr. Jagannath Neupane, Director, Office of
the Auditor General of Nepal and
Mr. Amjad Ali Gill, Director, Office of the

Auditor General of Pakistan.

The JAT 2019 team with Director General and Professional Staff of SARSO

The Audit was conducted in accordance with
the Interactional Standards of Supreme Audit
Institutions (ISSAls). The Joint Audit Team
(JATI19) have audited the accompanying
Financial Statements based on the financial
rules and regulations of the South Asian
Regional Standards Organization (SARSO),
which comprise the Statement of Receipts

and Payments and schedules forming part of

the Financial Statements for financial year
ended 3Ist December 2019. During the
audit, the assessment of accomplishment of
activities, internal control systems in the areas
of finance, procurement, asset management,
cash management, general management of
activities and the information system were

carried out.
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COURTESY CALL ON DIRECTOR GENERAL OF BSTI

The SARSO Secretariat delegates led by
Mr. E. Devendar, Director General of
SARSO paid a courtesy «call on
Mr. Md. Muazzem Hossain, Director
General of Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTI) on 26 February
2020. Mr. Md. Muazzem Hossain welcomed
the SARSO delegates. The Director
General, SARSO briefed Mr. Md. Muazzem
Hossain, the latest developments and
upcoming SARSO.
Mr. S.M. Ishaque Ali Director (Standards),
Mr. Md. Sajjadul Bari Director (CM),
Mr. Md. Taher Jamil Director (Admin) and

activity of

Project Director, Mr. Golam Md. Sarwar

4

- . | |

Left to right: Mr. Ramesh Khadka (SARSO), Mr. E. Devenciar (DG-SARSO), Muazzem Hossain (DG-BSTI)
Mr. S.M. Ishaque Ali, Mr. Md. Sajjadul Bari, Mr. Golam Md. Sarwar and M. Md. Taher Jamil (BSTI)

Deputy Director(Agriculture and Food),
Standards Wing of BSTI and Mr. Ramesh
Khadka Deputy Director of SARSO were
present during the discussion session.
During discussion Session, a tentative date
was decided for the Ninth Meeting of STC
on Food and Agriculture Products to be
hosted by BSTI. Mr. E. Devendar, Director
General of SARSO also requested BSTI to
initiate the process of adoption of the
published SAARC Standards (SARS). The
Director General, BSTlI committed his
continuous support to the activities of

SARSO and also extended his appreciation

towards SARSQO’s progress.
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FAREWELL TO MR. TASHI WANGCHUK

The SARSO Secretariat organized a
farewell event on 28 February 2020 to bid
farewell to Mr. Tashi Wangchuk, Deputy
Director of SARSO. Mr. E Devendar,
Director General of SARSO appreciated
his dedicated service and contribution to
SARSO and  wished all the best for his
future endeavors. Mr. Jayanta Sirikumara,
Director and Mr. Ramesh Khadka,
Deputy Director of SARSO, in their
remarks appreciated Mr. Tashi’s
performance in SARSO. Mr. Tashi was
presented with a memento for his service
in SARSO by Mr. E Devendar, Director
General of SARSO.

Finally, Mr. Tashi in his remarks shared some
memorable moments after he joined the SARSO.
Mr. Tashi Wangchuk completed his five years
tenure from SARSO on 02 March 2020.

The SARSO faily in the farewell vnt |

SARSO PARTICIPATES THE CEN-CENELEC PRIORITY INDIA

MEETING

Mr. E. Devendar, Director General of SARSO
participated on-line meeting of the CEN-
CENELEC Priority India Meeting on 3 March
2020. Mr. Devendar delivered a presentation

on the updates of SARSO’s activities. Mr.
Devendar highlighted the objectives of SARSO

and the progress made till date.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

SARSO has announced the Vacancy for the
post of one director, one deputy Director and
four posts of GSS for SARSO secretariat in
March  2020. The announcement for
professional staff has been forwarded to all the
member states of SAARC. For the GSS staff, it

has been advertised in local Newspapers. The
details of Vacancies for professional and GSS
staffs have been uploaded on the SARSO’s
official websites www.sarso.gov.org.bd (old

website) and www.sarso.org (new website).


http://www.sarso.gov.org.bd/
http://www.sarso.org/
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POSTPONEMENT OF SAARC-PTB WORKSHOP ON GOOD

PRACTICES IN DEMAND SURVEYS OF NATIONAL METROLOGY
INSTITUTES

The

Metrology Institutes scheduled to be held
from 24 — 25 March 2020 in Colombo, Sri
Lanka has been postponed due to lack of

quorum. The secretariat of SARSO had

SAARC-PTB  Workshop
Practices in demand surveys of National

on Good

Lanka (host). As
organizing  the

received confirmation of participation only
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri
per the guidelines for

SAARC
requirement of quorum (in case of externally

activities, the

funded activities) is five member states.

A PANORAMIC VIEW OF A FEW EMERGING SUBJECTS IN ISO/IEC

THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST TO SAARC COUNTRIES

# ISO/IEC number Title ISO/TC or
IEC/SC number
I. | ISO/IEC DIS Information technology — Smart City ICT reference ISO/IEC JTC |
30145-2 framework — Part 2: Smart city knowledge management

framework

2. | ISO/DIS 24018 Jewellery and precious metals — Specifications for | ISO/TC 174
kilogram gold bar

3. | ISO/DIS 24528 Service activities relating to drinking water systems and ISO/TC 224
wastewater systems — Guideline for a water loss
investigation of drinking water distribution networks

4. | ISO/DIS 24016 Jewellery and precious metals — Grading polished ISO/TC 174
diamonds — Terminology, classification and test methods

5. | ISO/DIS 20414 Fire safety engineering — Verification and validation ISO/TC 92/SC 4
protocol for building fire evacuation models

6. | ISO/DIS 23590 Household biogas system requirements: design, ISO/TC 255
installation, operation, maintenance and safety

7. | ISO/DIS 14931 Leather — Guide to the selection of leather for apparel ISO/TC 120/SC 2
(excluding furs)

8. | ISO/DIS 37301 Compliance management systems — Requirements with ISO/TC 309
guidance for use

9. | ISO/IEC DIS 29158 | Information technology — Automatic identification and ISO/IEC JTC
data capture techniques — Direct Part Mark (DPM) 1/SC 31
Quality Guideline

10. | ISO/DIS 21856 Assistive products — General requirements and test ISO/TC 173
methods

I'1.| ISO/DIS 21542 Building construction — Accessibility and usability of the ISO/TC 59/SC 16
built environment

12.| ISO/DIS 21364-1 Domestic gas cooking appliances — Safety — Part |: ISO/TC 291
General requirements

13.| ISO/DIS 14065 Greenhouse gases — Environmental information — ISO/TC 207/SC 7

Requirements for bodies validating and verifying



https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/63/76372.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/63/76372.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/04/50/45020.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/75/77589.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/05/38/53874.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/05/98/59819.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/29/97/299764.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/97/79795.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/05/38/53874.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/83/78348.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/05/05/50552.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/61/76157.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/61/70/617083.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/72/77275.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/05/19/51980.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/50/75080.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/62/66/6266703.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/06/94/69411.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/04/53/45332.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/04/53/45332.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/19/71986.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/05/37/53782.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/18/71860.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/29/19/291991.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/07/70769.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/52/43/5243738.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/42/74257.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/54/63/546318.html
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environmental information

14.| ISO/DIS 23043 Evaluation methods for industrial wastewater treatment ISO/TC 282/SC 4
reuse processes
15.| ISO/IEC/IEEE DIS Systems and software engineering — Life cycle processes | ISO/IEC JTC |/SC
16085 — Risk management 7
16.| ISO/SAE DIS 21434 | Road vehicles — Cyber security engineering ISO/TC 22/SC 32
17.| ISO/DIS 23897 Financial Services — Unique transaction identifier (UTI) ISO/TC 68/SC 8
18.| ISO/DIS 50003 Energy management systems — Requirements for bodies
providing audit and certification of energy management ISO/TC 301
systems
19. | ISO/DIS 29991 Language learning services — Requirements ISO/TC 232
20.| ISO/DIS 31110 Wheeled child conveyances — Pushchairs and prams —
Requirements and test methods ISO/PC 310
21.| ISO/DIS 23133 Nuclear criticality safety — Nuclear criticality safety training
for operations ISO/TC 85/SC 5
22.| ISO/DIS 27920 Carbon dioxide capture, transportation and geological
storage (CCS) — Quantification and Verification ISO/TC 265
23.| ISO/DIS 22040 Life cycle management of concrete structures ISO/TC 71
24.| ISO/DIS 16711 Requirements for Seismic assessment and retrofit of ISO/TC71/SC7
concrete structures
25.| ISO/DIS 690 Information and documentation — Guidelines for ISO/TC 46/SC 9
bibliographic references and citations to information
resources
26.| ISO/DIS 41014 Facility management — Development of facility ISO/TC 267
management strategy
27.| IEC 60045-1 ED2 Steam turbines - Part |: Specifications IEC/TC5
28.| IEC 60086-1 EDI3 | Primary batteries - Part |: General IEC/TC 35
29.| IEC 60086-2 ED14 | Primary batteries - Part 2: Physical and electrical IEC/TC 35
specifications
30.| IEC 60268-22 EDI| | Sound system equipment - Electrical and mechanical IEC/TC 100/TA
measurements (TA 20) 20
31.| IEC TR 60269- Low-voltage fuses - Part 5: Guidance for the application of | IEC/TC 32/SC
5/AMD| ED2 low-voltage fuses 32B
32.| IEC 60335-2-115 Household and Similar Electrical Appliances — Safety — Part | [EC/TC 61
EDI 2-115: Particular requirements for beauty care appliances
33.| IEC 60502-1 ED3 Power cables with extruded insulation and their IEC/TC 20
accessories for rated voltages from | kV (Um = 1,2 kV) up
to 30 kV (Um = 36 kV) - Part |: Cables for rated voltages
of I kV (Um = 1,2 kV) and 3 kV (Um = 3,6 kV)
34.| IEC 60884-3-1 EDI | PLUGS AND SOCKET-OUTLETS FOR IEC/TC23/SC 23B
HOUSEHOLD AND SIMILAR PURPOSES Part 3-1:
Particular requirements for socket-outlets incorporating
USB power supply
35.| ISO/IEC 30165 Internet of Things (loT) — Real-time loT framework ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC
EDI 41
36.| ISO/IEC 19818 ISO 19818: Eye and face protection — Protection against | ISO/TC 76
EDI laser radiation — Requirements and test methods
37.| IEC/IEEE 63253- Station Service Voltage Transformers (SSVT) ISO/TC 38
5713-8 EDI
38.| IEC 63220/FRAG4 | LED Light sources — Safety requirements IEC/TC 34/SC



https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/43/74376.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/62/15/6215620.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/43/74371.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/43/74371.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/04/50/45086.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/04/50/45086.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/09/70918.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/53/83/5383636.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/73/77308.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/65/34/6534796.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/75/77575.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/60/77/6077221.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/68/76819.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/53/78/537864.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/22/72243.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/63/49/6349279.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/46/74671.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/05/03/50328.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/22/72275.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/64/86/648607.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/23/72390.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/04/98/49898.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/24/72400.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/35/98/359853.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/07/26/72642.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/04/88/48836.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/standard/06/81/68170.html
https://www.iso.org/contents/data/committee/65/29/652901.html
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EDI 34A
39.| IEC 63186 EDI Nuclear power plants - Instrumentation and control IEC/TC 45/SC
systems important to safety - Criteria for seismic trip 45A
system
40.| IEC 63117 EDI General requirements for lighting systems - Safety IEC/TC 34
41.| IEC 63096 EDI Nuclear power plants - Instrumentation, control and IEC/TC 45/SC
electrical power systems - Security controls 45A
42.| IEC 63046 ED | Nuclear power plants - Electrical power system - General | IEC/TC 45/SC
requirements 45A
43.| IEC 63042-102 UHV AC transmission systems — General systems design [EC/TC 122
44.| IEC 62793 ED2 Protection against lightning - Thunderstorm warning IEC/TC 8l
systems
45. | IEC 62692 ED| Alarm and electronic security systems - Digital door lock | IEC/TC 79
systems - Requirements and test methods
46. | IEC 62682 ED2 Management of alarms systems for the process industries | IEC/TC 65/SC
65A
47.| IEC 61318 ED4 Live working - Conformity assessment applicable to tools, | IEC/TC 78
devices and equipment
48.| IEC TR 61044 ED3 | Opportunity-charging of lead-acid traction batteries IEC/TC 21
49.| IEC 60987 ED3 Nuclear power plants - Instrumentation and control IEC/TC 45/SC
systems important to safety - Hardware requirements 45A
50. | IEC 60895 ED3 Live working - Conductive clothing IEC/TC 78
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