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SARSO NEWS

Newsletter of the South Asian Regional Standards Organization
A Specialized Body of SAARC

MESSAGE FROM THE DIR ECTOR GENERAL OF SARSO

2019 is galloping and SARSO is keeping pace. Our first tasks have been to st
SARSMr. Ramesh Khadka, from Nepal has joined SARSO as a Deputy\Birect
have a new Senior Finance Officer.

Initial meetings took place with; IS@ndards AustralBangladesh Standards anc
Testing InstitutéBSTI)Ministry of Foreign Affairs of BanglaB&gh Kathmandu and
ANSI. Useful partnerships have begun with the SAARC Agricultural Centre, Dhak
SAARC Cultural Centre, ColoB#®S O partici pated i n |
Infrastructure for Sustainable Development (QUESB)1 96 or gani z ¢
Colombo.

I n the days to c¢come, the above init
agirational goals.

One of the Objéees of SARSO is to present the common interests of the Member
in the various international standardization organizations. With this objective in
item has been included in this Newsletter with a boieslisjects after a Panoramic
scanof the 500 odd New Subjeatsder various stages of discussion in ISO. It is ht
that this would help the NSBs to examine these subjects for further actions. It i
that this informatiowouldact asa supplement to the efforts of the NSBs ifngeep
abreast with the developments in ISO and help forge a SAARC view on these s
the relevant committees of 1SO.
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WEBINAR MEETING W ITH THE ISO

Webinar Meeting with the ISO

The webinar Meeting was held between the SARSO. The ISO representative and SARSO discussed
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) on further collaboration on areas of mutual interests.
and SARSO Secretariaton 29 January 2019. The SARSO ats sought clarifications on thdSO

Ms. PamelaTariff, Head, Membershipfrom the 1SO National Strategy Workshop to be held March 2019
Central Secetariat in Genevaand Mr. E. Devendar, in New Delhi, Indizand on ISO subscriber Membership
Director General, Mr. Jayantha Sirikumara, Director  details. Both the organizations agreéat continuous

and Mr Tashi Wangchuk, Dy. Director of SARSO  cooperation for the effective implementation of the

Secretariat  participated in the Meeting. cooperatim agreement. The 1SO and SARSO had
Ms. PamelaTariff congratulated Mr. E. Devendar for signed cooperation agreemenin the year 2016to
his appintment as the new Director General of strengthen the cooperation betweenSO and its

SARSO. The Director General of SARSO briefed ISO Members in the South Asiaegion for the mutual
Central Secretariat on the recent developments in benefitof ISO, SARSO and the Soulisian Countries.

ANSI VISIT TO SARSO SECRETARIAT

Ms Jennifer Comer, Program Managemternational Developmenand Ms. Attiya SayyedProgram Administrator,
International Developmenfrom the American National Standards Institute (ANSI3ited SARSCBecretariaton 23
January 201Mr. EDevendar Director General, SARSO, welcomed the ANSI delegates.
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Left to rightMr. Tashi Wangchuk (SARS19) Jennifer Comer (ANSI), Mr. E. DevendaAEE®D), MAttiya
Sayyed (ANSI), Mr. Jayantha Sirikumara (SARSO)
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The delegates from ANSI briefed SARSO about States ofSouth Asiato work together to disseminate

American National Standards Institute (ANSThe information, host workshops, and engagekstaolders
delegates from ANSI briefed on thewle to engage in the region on thesanitation standard3.he ANSI
with National and Rgional Sandads bodies and delegates also proposed to hotdgional worlshop on

governments to promote the adoption and use of ISO  the two standards withthe National Standards Bodies
sanitation standards, primarily ISO 30500, hon and watersanitation experts in the South Asian region
sewered sanitation solutions and 1SO 24521, guidelines Mr. E. Devendar thanked the delegates from ANSI for
for the management of basic wite domestic the visit and appreciated their interest for
wastewater servicesThe ANSI delegategxpressed collaboration with  SARSO andMember Bodiesof
their interests to work with SARSO and Member SARSO.

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA INTERACTS WITH SARSO

A Video interaction was held on 24 January 2019 Manager (Standards Aualia) were present during the

between Standards Australia and SARSExretariat. interaction. Ms. Lucy Chalmers briefed the project
The Meetingdiscused the Indo-Pacific Digital Trade phases, counterpart Nation&tandards Bodies (NSBs)
Standardization Initiatiied by Standard8ustralia and and other stakeholders along with targeted outcomes
funded by Australian Governmemd provide capacity of Indo-Pacific Digital Trade Standardization Initiative.

building in NSBs for awareness, adoption and increase Ms. Chalmersalso mentioned that the project is a
digital trade, digital technologies, prioritize economic  three-year standards tradenabling program and

sectors and their implementationMr. E Devendar, Standards Australia walil work with counterpart
Director General, Mr. K Jaydma Sirikumara, Director, National Standards Bodi€slSBs) and other
and Mr. Tashi Wangchuk, Deputy Direct(SARSO) stakeholders to identify and deliver institutional

and Ms Lucy Chalmers, International Engagement strengthening and capachyilding activities.
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Ms Lucy Chalmersilso proposed for aigit to SARSO Secretariat at the end of A@2019 Mr. E Devendar, Director
General (SARSOgppreciatedStandards Australia for théndo-Pacific Digital Trade Standardization Initiateved
welcomed the visit of Standards Australia.

Interaction with Standards Australia

Mr. E. Devendar, Directofzeneralof SARSO paid
courtesy call on withMr. Md. Muazzem Hossai
Director General of Bangladesh Standards
Testing InstitutionBSTI)on 05 February2019.

The Director General, SARSO briefed MMd.
Muazzem Hossajnthe latest developments anc
progress of SARSO and thanked BSTI fheir
persistent support and guidanceThe Director
General, BSTI extended his appreciation towa
SARSOd6s progress and
support to the activities of SARSO.

Left to rightMr. Tashi Wangchuk (SARSI)E. Devendar
(DGSARSOMr. Md. Muazzem HossdGBSTI)
Mr. Jayantha Sirikumara (SARSO)
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AUDIT OF SARSO HELD

The JAT18 team witle Director General of SARSO

The Joint Audit on the Accounts and Operations of  Auditor General of Pakian and Mr. Muhammad Ishaq,
the South Asian Regional Standards Organization Director Establishment, Controller General of
(SARSO), Dhaka for the periddll January 2018 to 31 Accounts, Office of the Auditor General of Pakistan.
December 2018 was successfully conducted from 24 The JAT18 audited he accompanying Financial
to 25 Fédruary 2019. The Joint Audit Team (JA)18 Statements based on the financial rules and regulations
comprisedof Mr. Rabindra Prasad Devkota, Director, of the South Asian Region&8tandards Organization
Office of the Auditor General of Nepal, Mr. (SARSOQ), which comprise the Statement of Receipts
Muhammad Jan, Director General Audit, District and Payments and schedules forming part of the
Governments, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Office of the Financial Staments for financial year 0f028.

COURTESY CALL ON WITH MOFA, BANGLADESH

The SARSO Secretaridgéam led byMr. E Devendar Director Generalpaid courtesy call on meeting witkr. Md.
Shamsul Haqu@irector General,Ministry of ForeignAffairs (SAARC and BIMSTEC Win@angladesh 085 March
2019 The Director General, SARS®Oriefed the ongoing activities of SARSO. Mr. Md. Shamsul Haqueelcomed
the SARSO delegateBIr. E Devendar briefed the ongoing activities of SARSG. Israt AraDirector, Mr. Tanmoy
Mujumder, Senior Assistance Secreté@AARC & BIMSTEC windiir. K Jayantha Sirikumara, Director, (SARSA) a
Mr. Tashi Wangchuk, Deputy Director (SARSO) were also present during the discussion session.
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Discussion with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (SAARC & BIMSTEC Wing), Bangladesh

Mr. Md. Shamsul Haque, Director General, Ministry of
Affais (SAARC & BIMSTH&3ngladegleft)

Mr. E Devendar, Director Gen&aRSO (right)



